PREFACE

TO

THE   FIFTH   EDITION.

OBJECTIONS have been taken to the title of 'this book, as
not exactly describing its purpose. Probably no short
title that could have been devised would have escaped
the same objections. If the writer could have conveyed
his intention completely in his title, he might have
spared his preface.

He is surprised to find his kind and cordial critic
in Macmillaris Magazine quietly discussing the pos-
sibility that that preface may prove to have been a
fiction.' He fully agrees with those who declare that any
such mystification on such a subject would be immoral.

One word he wishes to say about the charge of
confident dogmatism which is brought against him.
Dogmatism is no doubt used by superiors to inferiors,
but it is also used in conversation between people who
feel themselves perfectly equal. Expressions of modest
deference, confessions of fallibility and imperfect know-
ledge,' are wearisome between equals. The writer ad-
dresses throughout free inquirers like himself, and uses
the tone which he would like others to adopt towards
him. His book is not a book of authority, but of
inquiry and suggestion; it is intended not to close